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 In the early hours of March 13, 1964, a 28-year old woman was stabbed to death outside her 
apartment building in New York City.  Two weeks after the attack, The New York Times published a 
report that described a scene of indifference from the neighbors who failed to come to the individual’s 
aid. According to articles at the time, a number of witnesses saw or heard the attack and did not call 
the police.  The incident prompted inquiries into what became known as the bystander effect, or the 
“Genovese Syndrome.”  Some of the reasons the witnesses gave for their inaction were that they 
believed others would know better how to help, they felt uncertain about helping while others were 
watching, or they just didn’t want to get involved.   Those explanations have been used by others to 
explain their inaction in threatening situations.   
 
 Trump and his administration and the Congress are busy transferring power to Wall Street, to 
fossil fuel companies, to the chemical industry and other special interests that destroy protections for 
consumers and workers.  The New York Times has printed an excellent article detailing the changes 
that will cause significant harm to us, our children and our grandchildren.  Part of the reason that this 
is being allowed to happen may be due to the “Genovese Syndrome” of not wanting to get involved or 
thinking that others will save us, or an unwillingness to work for change or to vote.   
 
 However, part of the inactivity may be due to the technique of misdirection that magicians use 
and which Trump seems to have perfected.  While much of the media and our attention is being 
directed to Trump’s fights with Gold Star families and retiring senators, and his confrontational tweets 
about North Korea, his administration and Congress are stacking the decks again us.   The 
protections that are being destroyed by this administration and Congress and the policies they are 
putting in place, while too numerous to list here, will have lasting impact on our health, our well-being 
and our security.  
 
 Most of the changes and policies won’t be as dramatic as watching someone being stabbed to 
death in front of us, but when someone in our family or a neighbor or a church member dies because 
they couldn’t afford health care; or our young people fall victims of for-profit “colleges” that run up 
student loans and yet don’t prepare them for good paying jobs; or banks like Wells Fargo fraudulently 
charge citizens fees that cause financial hardships for the families, and we choose not to become 
involved or we are so mesmerized by the misdirections of Trump and the Congress that we take no 
action, what does it say about us?  
 
 Most of us have had the goal of wanting to leave this place a better place for our children and our 
grandchildren.  Yet in the local November 7th local election, only 3,690 citizens went out to vote.  
That’s approximately 5.1% of the registered voters. Most of us don’t like having others make 
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decisions for us but that’s exactly what happens when we don’t vote.  Why do 104,724 individuals let 
3,690 individuals decide how things are going to be?   
 For the 2018 elections, we are recruiting some qualified candidates at both the local and state 
level.  I urge you to become involved and ignore the distractions.  Can you give up the price of a latte 
a week to support a candidate or your party that shares your values and goals?  Can you make sure 
that you get out and vote and that you take your family members and friends with you? 
 
 Elections have consequences. “One of the penalties for refusing to participate in politics is that 
you end up being governed by inferiors.”  Plato, Greek philosopher. 
 

 
 

ELECTION DAY IS TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9TH 
 

Early Voting begins on November 22nd and runs through December 5th.  Early voting for the city 
will be at the following locations:  

 
 
NOTE!: The November election was the first time for the county to utilize consolidated vote 
centers. This allowed ANY voter to cast a ballot at ANY center, regardless of where they live.  
This will not be in effect for the December 9th election because the county refused the city’s 
request to conduct the election. We will be working to correct this for future elections. Please 
call Judge Gossom at 940-766-8106 and tell him that you want voting centers for all elections.  

 
On Election Day, the following locations will be available:   
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In this run-off election, Wichita Falls residents will be choosing our next City Councilor at Large.  We 
are endorsing PENNY MILLER, the lone Democrat in the race. Here’s why: 
 
Experience:    
   
Long-term Wichita Falls resident  
21-year veteran of the U.S. Air Force   
Owner, My HR Department    
Adjunct instructor for MSU     
Adjunct instructor for Wayland Baptist 
University 

Community Service: 
 
Chair, Civil Service Commission    
Secretary, Lake Wichita Revitalization Com. 
President, the Opal Center 
Board Member, League of Women Voters WF 
Volunteer, Texas Master Naturalist 

 
  
For additional information on the candidates, Penny Miller and Bobby Whiteley, go to the League of 
Women Voters website at http://www.lwvtexas.org/Voters_Guide.html and click on Voters Guide – 
English, or Voters Guide – Spanish.  The guide can be downloaded and taken into the voting booth, 
by Texas law.  It also contains a list of identification documents you will need to provide, and other 

information.        ~~~~ 
GOOD NEWS! 

 
MORE WINS: Ann Langthorn, the recently elected chair of the Oklahoma Democratic Party, has just 
led the party in the election of the fourth Democrat to a position previously held by Republicans and 
in a district that Trump won by 40 points.  Democrat Allison Ikley-Freeman, a 26-year-old Lesbian, 
defeated Republican Brian O’Hare in the special election on Nov. 14th for a State Senate seat 
representing parts of Tulsa.  November saw the Democrats in Virginia and New Jersey pick up 
governorships and in Virginia, where they are still counting votes, there is a chance that the 
legislature will be flipped blue.  Can Texas be far behind?   
 
There are more of us than you may be aware of and we seem to be waking up to the fact that we 
need to get out and vote. 
 

Local News 
 

 MORE DEMOCRATS ON THE 2018 BALLOTS: In addition to the declared candidates, we are 

actively recruiting other candidates and announcements are expected soon.  
 

 LED SIGN PROGRESS: Placement of the proposed LED sign has been changed from being in 

front of the building to being mounted on the South wall in place of the two signs currently there.  The 
city has approved the placement and Mr. Hirschi has given his permission for us to place the sign 
there.  We had considered proposing signs on both the North and South walls but with the traffic light 
at Kemp and Hampstead stopping there for the red light, the South placement will give individuals 
more time to view our messages.  We are still exploring the type of message sign to use.  
 

 CIRCLE TRAIL HELP:  The City of Wichita Falls has been approved for three grants from the 
Department of Transportation totaling $5.4 million; the funds are for the 26-mile Circle hike and bike 
trail.  The receipt of all three grants was unexpected but welcome, and should allow for completion of 
the trail over the next three years. Times Record News. 
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State News 

 

 TWO SEE THE LIGHT: Within two weeks, two judges in Texas have switched parties.  Justice Terry 
Jennings of the Texas First Court of Appeals, had been considering becoming a Democrat for years 
and was having more and more difficulty explaining to his children why he was a Republican.  He 
finally switched and became the first current judge in Texas to make the change.  Judge Lauren 
Parish of the 115th Judicial District Court became the second one when she announced Friday that 
she will be leaving the Republican Party and will now identify as a Democrat.  Both feel that the 
Democratic party presents the country with a positive and optimistic vision of the future of all 
Americans, not just a select few.https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/texas-judge-leaves-gop_us_580e4c64e4b024 

 

 TEXAS RANKS 38TH: Among the 50 states and the District of Columbia in terms of spending on 

student education, Texas spends an average of $9,561 per student, compared to the national 
average of $12,251. As the old saying goes, “You get what you pay for”, which is why Texas ranks 
43rd among states in national education ranking.   
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/education/article/Texas-ranks-43rd-among-states-in-national-6750691.php 
 

 HOUSE SPEAKER RETIRING:  Joe Straus, Speaker of the Texas House, has suddenly announced 
his retirement after five terms.  Straus is a moderate, and his leadership has kept a check on 
conservatives such as Governor Greg Abbott and Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick. Like several Congressional 
Republicans who have chosen not to run again, Straus stated that politics growing more “tribal and 
divisive” contributed to his decision.  The scramble to replace the retiring Speaker started right away, 
although the Legislature’s next scheduled meeting is in 2019.  Democratic members make up about 
a third of the House, so will be able to have a significant impact on the choice of the next speaker.   
Associated Press. 

 

National News 
 
 

 CORPORATIONS & THE 1% VS. TEACHERS:  Eighty percent of the proposed Republican tax 
cut is reported to benefit the corporations and the wealthy 1%.  To pay for the cuts, there will be a 
significant reduction in Medicare and Medicaid, stopping the deductions for medical expenses and 
student loan interest, and even doing away with the tax deduction given teachers who spend their own 
money purchasing supplies for classrooms.  Recently released Paradise Papers reveal how the wealthy 
and the corporations hide money offshore to avoid taxes.  And now they want more tax deductions and 
loopholes on what they can’t manage to hide there?  Associated Press. 
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 PICTURES WORTH A 1,000 WORDS: 
 

 

 
 

 
: 

 
 

Previous Composition      100% older white men 
New Composition:      73% women; 27 % younger men 
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CONTACT US 

At WCDP Headquarters, 3308 Kemp, Wichita Falls TX 76308 

On our website:  https://wichitacountydemocrats.org 

On Facebook:  @Wichita County Democratic Party 

By Phone:  940-322-1127 

By email:  wcdparty@gmail.com 

By text: text demoparty to 41411 

To Volunteer       To Donate 
To Receive Newsletters     To Find County Officials 
To Learn About Activities     To Get Text Updates 
To Ask Questions      To Make Comments 
 

To JOIN US! 
 

We need VOLUNTEERS, to serve as precinct chairman, to handle computer issues, to attend 
and monitor public meetings, to help with office work, etc.CONTACT US. 
Call the office (940-322-1127) or go to www.wichitacountydemocrats.org/get-involved. 

 

DONATIONS are always welcome.You can contribute by check, credit card or PayPal at 
www.wichitacountydemocrats.org/donate.We have no paid staff. All donations are used to 
support our efforts. You can contact our office to schedule a meeting with our treasurerto 
review our expenditures. 
 

If you have a friend that might like to receive this newsletter, share it with them and tell them 
to go to www.wichitacountydemocrats.org/contact-us/subscribe.  
 

If you have information that needs to be shared (an announcement of an activity, etc.) or an 
idea for this newsletter, you can contact us on the website or call 940-322-1127 and leave a 
message.   
 

 We Can Change the Face of Power! 
 

Join us in our fight to restore sanity 

And support true democracy for all. 
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