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 The 85th Texas Legislature has finished its work, pounded the gavel and gone home. HB 12 and SB 4 
insists that local law enforcement officers act like federal immigration officers under threat of going to jail 
and of having the state withhold funds from their cities. Children can now be stopped and questioned 
about their family’s immigration status. Private corporations are lining up to provide housing for all of the 
undocumented immigrants awaiting deportation.  
 As if the Muslim ban and the discrimination bills were not enough we now have the Sanctuary Laws. 
The common thread is the emphasis on differences and division. In all, of this, I’m reminded of the poem 
written by the German Lutheran pastor Martin Niemoller. In it he deals with the cowardice of German 
intellectuals following the Nazis’ rise to power but it is as relevant today as it was then. He said: 

 
“First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out- 
Because I was not a Socialist. 
 

Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out – 
Because I was not a Trade Unionists.  
 

Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out – 
Because I was not a Jew. 
 

Then they came for me – and there was no one left to speak for me.” 
 

 In terms of the immigrants, most seem to have come to America out of love for their family. They 
wanted a better life for themselves and their children, much like the Pilgrims that first immigrated to 
America. Yet, many Americans seem to have forgotten that most of us are descendents of immigrants. 
 Regarding discrimination, we should remember the previous and present discrimination against the 
American Indians, the African Americans, the Irish, the Italians, the Polish, LGBT individuals, and others. If 
we forget our history we may not realize that, when the discrimination and mistreatment of one group is 
tolerated that we could very well be the next targeted group.  
 America prides itself in being a Christian nation and there has been a push for legislation to protect 
their religious views and positions, but many of them either choose to ignore the command in the good 
book to love others or they interpret it to mean that you only have to love those who are like you.  
 Be suspicious of those who seek to divide us and turn us against each other. We are all in this 
together. We need to recognize and celebrate our differences and acknowledge the things that make us 
unique. We must build on our previous accomplishments and expand our commitment to create an 
economy and a government that works for everyone.  
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County:  
 

 Precinct Chairs: We are almost finished with the development of training and supportive materials 

for the precinct chairs. We are establishing a separate mailing list so they can maintain contact with 

each other and with me. We want them to be able to share their experiences with the other precinct 

chairs so we can learn what works and what doesn’t. We want them to be able to ask questions and 

get a prompt response. The precinct chairs are literally where the rubber meets the road and much of 

our success begins and ends with them. It is critical that we provide training and support for them in 

this important task. We hope that all precinct chairs will be able to register individuals to vote. They 

will be identifying individuals in their precincts that may not be able to go to the poll to vote and they 

will assist them in securing forms to vote by mail and will assist them in getting them mailed back in. 

Large numbers of registered voters do not vote. By going through the data provided by the state 

(VAN) we have identified a large number of these 

individuals and the precinct chairs will be encourage to 

visit with them and try to determine what issues the voter is 

concerned enough about to actually vote. For all contacts, 

precinct chairs listen to the individuals to learn their 

concerns and then will show them how our policy positions address their concerns. 

 

 We need volunteers: We believe that incumbents should be held accountable for the policies 

that they initiated and supported. With that in mind, we have several individuals who have 

expressed a desire and a willingness to mount campaigns for our local offices. 

To prepare them for this, it would help if they had access to the minutes of 

previous meetings and could track the activities of the city council, the 

commissioners’ court, the school board, and the state house and senate. If you 

would like to volunteer to help monitor and report on the activities of these 

various entities, please call the office at 322-1127 and help us organize this effort. 

 

Updating the VAN Information: We use the Voter Action Network (VAN) to search for 

specific types of data. One search found many registered voters over the age of 100.  We now have 

a volunteer that will check the obituary section of the paper each day and correct the VAN 

information. You may ask, why bother, and it’s a legitimate question but the more accurate the data 

base we use, the more useful it will be to us. 

 

 Individuals without email or Facebook presence: If you know of anyone that meets this 

criteria, let us know and we will add them to the list. 
 

 Increasing the # of Contacts: It is important that we work to address issues that negatively 

impact our neighbors. It is also important that we establish a dialogue with them so that we know 

what to address and that we have a way of reporting our progress to them. To accomplish this we 

are going through VAN and making lists of individuals that have previously voted in at least two 

Democratic primaries. If we do not have contact information on them we will search Facebook to 

see if they have a presence there. If they do we will send them an invitation to join a Facebook 

group dedicated to sharing information on policies that impact them negatively.  
 



 LED Sign in front of office: Our office is located on one of the highest traffic streets in Wichita 

Falls. We need to take advantage of this. One way to do this would be to have a portable, 

programmable LED outdoor sign in front of the office that can constantly deliver messages to the 

large number of individuals that travel Kemp daily. One of our volunteers is researching the type of 

sign that would meet our needs and the cost of it. Once all of this information has been assembled 

and the project approved by the executive board we will need to secure the funds to purchase the 

sign and implement the project. 
 

 Easier access to voting: No movement on this. The commissioners have not scheduled a 

meeting where this is on the agenda. I continue to have contact with Judge Gossom regarding this 

and will be asking for members to join me at the meeting when it is scheduled. 
 

 Supporting a minimum wage of $11: We still support raising the 

minimum wage locally to $11 per hour. We are just not sure how to accomplish 

this. We plan to talk to community leaders in other cities that have been 

successful with this. 

 

 

 Supporting local restaurants: The list of locally owned restaurants is now on the web site and 

it was one of our most frequently assessed sections. John Richie was interviewed by KAUZ TV 

about the project of identifying and supporting local businesses and we have received positive 

feedback from that. We plan to identify other locally owned businesses and add them to our web 

site. 

 

 Predatory Payday Loans: Greed wins again. The predatory payday loans are here to stay for the 

time being. In the 85th Legislature there were 66 bills introduced that would consolidate power at 

the state level and override local decision making. This abolishes any local efforts to rein in 

predatory businesses. Our local senator, Estes, was a co-author on 2 of these bills and the sole 

author on 4 of them. Shame on him! 

 

 Body cameras for local law enforcement: We have not had a chance to follow up with the 

local police but a company named Jigsaw has developed a software app for cell phones that can 

replace body cameras at a fraction of the cost. The app is free and in addition to recording the 

interaction it will also use the phone’s GPS technology to indicate the exact location of the event. 

We will be sharing this information with the local police department. 

 

 

 Yield Signs along Kell: Neither the traffic department nor the city council responded to our 

letter regarding the need for yield signs along Kell. John was interviewed by KAUZ TV as were 

several other citizens. Apparently the city feels it is more important to give a forgivable loan to one 

of the local bars than to take steps to protect the citizens traveling and exiting Kell. It may take 

circulating a petition to force action by the city council. 

 

 Kim Olson: Kim is running for Commissioner of Agriculture, was in town June 27th and met with 

a number of members at Johnny Carino’s. She was very engaging and introduced the attendees to a 

portion of her platform. She was in the area to see her son who has recently joined the Air Force and 

will be completing some of his training here at Sheppard. 

 

  



 

 Changing of the guard: We are sorry to announce that our office manager, Mary Ann, has 

decided to move back East to be closer to her family. She will be leaving mid-August. Before then 

she plans to take some time to complete her “bucket list” for things to do in Texas. She has been 

training several volunteers on some of the tasks she has been doing, but there is no question that she 

will be missed and that she will leave shoes that will be very difficult to fill. 

 

 

 
 

State: 
 

 May 7th: Abbott signs the Sanctuary Bills. On May 10th the ACLU issued a travel alert for anyone 

planning to visit Texas stating that “Many of us fit the racial profile that the police in Texas will use 

to enforce Trump’s draconian deportation force.” Sometime in the future we will know how much 

this will cost Texas in terms of lost income to all of the businesses impacted with tourist trade. 

 

 May 9th: According to a Daily Kos article this week, late last year Texas Judge James Oakley 
(Burnet County) came under fire for a public Facebook comment where he wrote ”it’s time for a 
tree and rope” in reference to a black man accused of a killing police officer. He quickly apologized 
but the damage was done. Last week he received a formal reprimand from the Judicial Bar 
Commission that concluded he “cast reasonable doubt on his capacity to act impartially” and that 
he willfully acted in a way that discredited the judiciary. However, despite their conclusion they 
will let him continue to serve. His punishment is to complete a 30-hour training program for new 
judges and participate in four hours of racial sensitivity training with a mentor. Since the 15th 
century, Lady Justice has often been depicted wearing a blindfold. The blindfold represents 
objectivity, in that justice is or should be meted out objectively, without fear or favor, regardless 
of identity, money, power, or weakness; blind justice and impartiality. Ah, but if it were indeed 
true. We can’t believe that anyone living in America still believes it.  

 

 May 12th: Texas Southern University canceled its commencement speech by Sen. John Cornyn. 
This was the result of an outcry of the students over Cornyn’s support of Trump.  

 

 Special Session 2017: The following items are on the special session call: 
o “Sunset” legislation, which would keep several crucial state agencies alive. 
o A teacher pay raise of $1,000 – We need to support our 

public schools.  
o Giving school administrators flexibility in teacher hiring 

and retention. 
o School finance reform. 
o School choice for special needs students. 
o Rollback elections for property tax increases. 
o Caps on state and local spending – Who are they to tell 

local communities how to spend our money. 
o Municipal annexation reform. 



o Preventing local entities from passing their own texting-while-driving bans –another loss of 

local control. 
o Restrictions on school bathroom use for transgender students. 
o Prohibiting the use of taxpayer dollars to collect union dues - Much fake news about this. 
o Requiring women to get separate insurance policies to cover non-emergency abortions. 
o Increasing existing reporting requirements when complication arise during abortions. 
o Strengthening patient protections relating to do-not-resuscitate orders. 
o Cracking down on mail-in ballot fraud. 
o Extending the state’s maternal mortality task force – Texas now leads the world in the 

number of women dying during childbirth. 
The listing was printed in the June 6, 2017 article by Patrick Svitek in The Texas Tribune. The 

comments in italics at the end of some of the items are ours. These bills impact our lives, those 

of our families and neighbors. If you have trouble locating information on any of them let us 

know and we will help. 

 

We encourage you to become aware of what these are about and to let Frank and Estes know 

your positions on them.  

 

 
 

 

We also encourage you to put the information 

on the left somewhere that you can find easily: 

refrigerator, phone list, phone contact list, etc. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 The National Popular Vote Bill: As of June the first the following 11 states have adopted the 

National Popular Vote Bill which will award all of their electoral votes to the candidate that wins 

the overall popular vote in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Those states are: Washington, 

Vermont, Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, Maryland, Illinois, Hawaii, the 

District of Columbia, and California. Until Texas turns blue please contact your friends and family 

in other states and encourage them to adopt it in their states if they haven’t already done so. 

 

 Income tax records for candidates: While this approach will not produce any information 

until the 2020 presidential election, lawmakers in at least 30 states have introduced ballot access 

bills that will require presidential and vice presidential candidates to furnish their tax returns for the 

last 5 years before they can be listed on the ballots. Another worthwhile project that Texas 

legislature has no interest in but perhaps enough of the other states can bring this about. Think about 

contacting your friends and family in other states and encourage them to support the adoption of it 

in their states if they haven’t already done so. 
 

 Senate Bill 13: this bill seeks to strip state employees, retirees, and other public employees of 

their right to voluntarily join the Texas State Employees Union through payroll deduction. It limits 

their first amendment right of what they will do with their checks. All 12 sponsors of the bill are 

Republicans. Our local senator voted for the bill as did all of the Republican senators. The bill will 



be considered again in the special session. It is not enough that they want to consolidate power at 

the state level and overrule local decision making, they also want to extend control down to the 

individual level. No wonder they are so into voter suppression. It must be insulting to them to have 

to seek our votes at election time. 
 

 2018 Elections: 
 
Beto O’Rourke is getting his campaign organized and plans a stop in Wichita Falls in 

the near future. According to a recent article in Vanity Fair by Abigail Tracey “Cruz’s 

approval rating is at 38%.”The title of her article is “Meet The Kennedyesque 

Democrat Trying to Beat Ted Cruz”. He does seem to have a resemblance to the 

Kennedy boys. 

 
Kim Olson has kicked off her campaign for Commissioner of Agriculture. She has 

excellent qualifications for the job and was in Wichita Falls Tuesday (June 27) for an 

impromptu meet and greet at Johnny Carino’s. She reminded us of all of the ways that 

the office of the Agricultural Commissioner impacts our daily lives. From filling up 

with gas at the gas station to the food on our plates, the commissioner is involved. 

 

 

 
 

National: 
 
 In several speeches that Joe Kennedy III has made recently, he has spoken out against the Republican’s 

health care bill (or more appropriately the “death bill”). He made the speeches in the House and later to 

a crowd of Americans gathered outside in Washington DC. The following is an excerpt from those 

speeches. 

“Health care is our ultimate equalizer. No matter your power or privilege, we 

will all wake up one day in need of a little mercy. Trump care rejects that 

common humanity and continues the Administration’s calculated attempt to 

divide up our nation based on fate, fortune and difference. It creates one 

system for the powerful and another for the poor, one set of rules for the 

strong and another for the suffering. If there is any silver lining to this vote it 

is that the American people are engaged, awake and notice like never before. 

It is a long road to the President’s desk. We will be fighting every step of the 

way.” 

The last two sentences are interesting. We have to wonder if he is indicating that he will be a 

candidate for president in 2020. 

 Recent Losses: It was disappointing that the Democrats lost close elections in Montana, Kansas, 

Georgia and South Carolina but the good news is that instead of being beaten by 20 to 30+ points, the 

point differences were single digits. So while those districts are still a red, today they are less red. 

 

 May 10th: The Oregon Senate voted 23-6 to pass HB 2673, which removes barrier to transgender 

people obtaining state official documents in keeping with their gender identity. The bill is the first ever 

stand-alone bill concerning the transgender community.  



 

 May 12th: An elderly woman named Dena Gray donated $20,000 when the Idaho Ann Frank Human 

Rights Memorial was vandalized. In making the donation she said,  

“I’m a Christian woman and I’m going to stand up and recognize that this attack on 

Boise’s Jewish Community and the community at large, this is not us. You can’t sit 

back and let things like this happen or you’re just going to end up in a mess, and I just 

felt that somebody’s got to do something.” 

In February Muslim Americans helped raise more than $91,000 to repair vandalized headstones at the 

Jewish cemetery in St. Louis, Missouri. The article ended by saying,  

“Even if we’re not the ones who are targeted by hate and prejudice we should adopt 

Mrs. Gray’s position and not sit back and let things happen.” 

 

 May 16th: Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein appointed ex-FBI 

Director Robert Mueller to special prosecutor, investigate the Trump-Russian 

ties. Mr. Mueller served in the Bush and Obama administrations.  

 

 May 22nd: The Supreme Court struck down two congressional district maps in North Carolina holding 

that the state had engaged in an unconstitutional racial gerrymander. Federal courts have found that 

Texas Republicans discriminated against African American and Latino Texas with the passage of the 

2011 voter ID law. In addition to discriminating against our fellow citizens, Greg Abbott and Ken 

Paxton have wasted Texas taxpayer dollars with court trials and appeals to previous federal court 

decisions. Another court trial scheduled in July could force the GOP to draw new congressional map 

for 2018. 

 

 May 23rd: Democrat Edie DesMarais won her special election for the New Hampshire House. Trump 

carried this seat in November, but Edie is about to become the first Democrat ever elected to represent 

her community of Wolfeboro. She won by a 52%-48% margin in the district that Trump won 51%-

44%. In the New York Assembly’s 9th District, Democrat Christine Pellegrino beat Republican 

Thomas Gargiulo 58%-42%. Trump had won the district 60-37 in November. 

 

 May 24th: The New York City Council passed a comprehensive suite of bills that provides fair work 

scheduling for fast-food employees, including a guaranteed two weeks advance notice of schedule to 

all fast food workers with additional pay if the schedule is changed at the last minute. 

 

 Rachel Maddow: According to a recent blurb in The WEEK magazine, Rachel continues to enjoy 

record ratings for her MSNBC program (M-F @ 8 pm) and is beating Fox and CNN in her time slot. 

The conservatives who are upset about the changes on Fox News have decided that they will start 

contacting the companies that run ads on her program and demand that they cancel their ads. 

Meanwhile back in Wichita Falls, several local citizens carried pickets outside the Times Record News 

recently protesting to the paper’s treatment of Trump. According to them the paper’s articles regarding 

Trump have generally been negative. 

 

 

“Old-fashioned anti-immigrant prejudice always  

  brings out some old-fashioned racists.” 

- Molly Ivins 
 

 

 

 



A General Note: Today’s newsletter is a combination for June and July. Our hope is to get one out 

monthly to keep you informed about what is going on locally and to alert you to the state activities. 

However, the last two months have been challenging. There have been changes in schedules and with 

Mary Ann leaving we have been undergoing some reorganization. One of the changes will be to the 

newsletter. There will be more emphasis on positive things. In the county section, we will share 

information about our efforts to connect with the community and our work to elect individuals dedicated to 

creating an economy and a government that works for everyone .At the state and national levels positive 

advancements get pushed aside by all of the negative stuff. It’s easy to become disillusioned but people 

like us all across the country are bringing about significant, positive changes that can lift our spirits. The 

newsletter will increase our reporting of these.  
 

The Democratic Party is going through some rough times but we think that if we can build on our previous 

accomplishments and expand our commitments to create an economy and a government that works for 

everyone, we can restore the American dream. 

            

 

 
 

 
 We rely on volunteers and donations to support our efforts.  
 

 

 

If you would like to make a donation, please, go to www.wichitacountydemocrats.org/donate.We have 

no paid staff. All donations are used to support our efforts. You can contact our office to schedule a 

meeting with our treasurer to review our expenditures. 

 

If you or someone you know would like to volunteer contact us. Call the office at, 940-322-1127 or go 

to www.wichitacountydemocrats.org/get-involved to leave a message. We are currently recruiting 

individuals to serve as precinct chairs, to cover the office and to monitor the activities of local and state 

governing bodies. 

 

If you have a friend that might like to receive this newsletter share it with them and tell them to go to 

www.wichitacountydemocrats.org/contact-us/subscribe.  

 

If you have information that needs to be shared (an announcement of an activity, etc.), you can contact 

us at www.wichitacountydemocrats.org/contact-us/ or call 940-322-1127 or leave a message on it to 

share this information.  

   

  We now are able to do group texting so that we can share with you information between newsletters 

and alert you to things that need your immediate attention. To be able to receive the texts you can set it 

up if you will text demoparty to 41411. 

 
 

Until next month, 

 

John Richie 
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