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America has a representative type government. We know politicians represent 

large contributors over the needs of average citizen. This has never been more 

obvious than now with a number of senators and representatives refusing to have 

town hall meetings with their constituents. This is also true of our local 

representative Mac Thornberry. He has had private meetings with area business 

leaders and telephone meetings that have not been widely advertised beforehand which were limited to 

land lines. The local Indivisible Group has repeatedly asked him, via his office staff, to schedule a town 

meeting with the local citizens. So far he has refused.  
 

Call Senator Cornyn (202-224-2934) and you may or may not get voicemail. You may often get the 

message that the voicemail is full and cannot record additional messages. I have yet to get a human 

response when I’ve called. Call Senator Cruz’s (202-224-5922) office and no human answers and you 

get the message that voice mail has not been set up. One interpretation of this is that we only have value 

when they are up for reelection and they want our vote. 
 

In the past the local Democratic Party has also received its share of criticism and rightly so. Two of the 

criticisms have been that the citizens only heard from us when we wanted donations or when we wanted 

a vote for a particular candidate. We are making significant changes. The newsletter is one of them and 

its purpose is to share information with you about what is going on locally, state wide and nationally. 

We also want you to know what we are doing to be more involved with and responsive to the citizens. 

We cannot do this alone. We ask you to get involved. Let us know what your concerns are and how you 

want things to change. Help us make those changes. We are a volunteer organization, so you may get 

voice mail when you call, but we promise that someone will return your call. Working together we can 

create a government that works for all of us.   

 

Whenever you wonder if change will ever happen, remember that citizen outrage and confronting the 

politicians recently stopped the administration from implementing a policy that would have deprived 24 

million Americans of health care, would have given the wealthy a $600 billion tax cut and would have 

given the insurance companies huge profits. It’s reported that it would have given Trump a $2.18 million 

tax benefit. If we organize and vote, we have power.  
 

During the campaign Trump said to America, ‘Vote for me; what have you got to lose?’ Now that he is 

in office it’s becoming clear, what we have to lose. While we continue to resist the changes he and 

Congress want to implement and work to elect individuals that will change the government it’s normal 

to get discouraged when things don’t change as rapidly as we would like. All over the nation people like 

us are making a difference. I urge you focus on the progress. Rejoice in any success no matter how 

small. Changing the face of power in Texas starts here.   

 

http://www.wichitacountydemocrats.org/
mailto:wcdparty@gmail.com


 

County:  
 

 Precinct Chairs: We have developed a document that will be used to introduce precinct chairs to 

residents in their districts and give them contact information. Volunteers will use door hangers. We 

are planning to pilot this in the two Burkburnett precincts in May.  

 
The next meeting, for precinct chairs will be announced soon, look for an email for WCDP with the 

details including date, time, and agenda. 

 

 It’s time for transparency and hold office holders accountable. We need volunteers to 

keep track of the city council, the commissioners’ court, the school board, and the state house and 

senate to alert us when policies and bills are being considered that will adversely affect the average 

citizen. We would like to have at least two volunteers covering each entity so talk to your friends, 

find a partner and volunteer.  

 

 Individuals without computers:  If you know individuals who don’t have computers but would 

like to receive our newsletters, let us know who they are and their addresses and we will be happy to 

snail mail copies to them.  

 

 Surrounding Counties: At the first Our Revolution meeting in April, a number of individuals 

from surrounding counties attended and we committed to working with them and providing any 

assistance possible.  

 

 Easier access to voting: In early voting in the 2016 presidential election individuals waited over 

two hours to vote. In a city the size of Wichita Falls this is ridiculous. We are encouraging changes, 

but we still don’t know when this will be placed on the commissioner’s court agenda.  
 

 Supporting a minimum wage of $11: Many of our citizens struggle to provide the basics for 

their families. We have committed to advocating for a minimum wage of $11 for Wichita County. I 
recently talked to a waiter in one of the local franchised restaurants about our interest in promoting a 

minimum wage of $11 per hour and we talked about his arrangement with his restaurant. He said that 

the restaurant will guarantee that he will make $2.15 per hour but if his tips exceed the minimum of 

$7.35 per hour he doesn’t get the $2.15 from the restaurant. Apparently most wait staff makes more 

than the minimum wage in tips but other employees receive only the minimum wage and with no 

salary expense for the wait staff, more profit goes to the out of town corporation.   

 

 Supporting local restaurants: With more of the franchise restaurants adding units on the table 

that encourage you to use them to place your order and pay your bill which will result in fewer local 

staff and more money to corporate, we decided that we wanted to support the local restaurants and 

keep the money in the community. We identified 114 local restaurants and contacted them to ask 

their permission to list them on a tab at our website. The tab will list them and provide a link to their 

web presences. No restaurant has objected to being listed and this is now ready to be activated.  

 



 Predatory Payday Loans: The outrageous fees and interest charged our neediest citizens add to 

the struggles they face daily. One organization is exploring this as a project and seems close to 

adopting it as a project. If they do we will join them in their efforts.  

 

 Body cameras for the local law enforcement: Body cameras protect both the officers and the 

citizens and we will be lobbying for them. I have had conversations with several local law 

enforcement officers and will continue dialogue with them. I have also discussed this with a past city 

council member. Axon, formerly known as Taser International is America’s largest maker of police 

body cameras will let police departments use its cameras and software free of charge for one year. I 

will be sharing this information with the local police departments and encouraging them to explore 

this.   

 

 Yield Signs Along Kell: Drivers exiting Kell have the right of way yet there are only signs on 

Barnett Road going east and west and at Fairway going east. We are asking the traffic department and 

the city council to place yield signs at all of the Kell exits.   

 

 The Indivisible & Our Revolution Group: The Indivisible Group received notification 

Thornberry would not scheduled a town meeting; the group had a town hall meeting at MSU on April 

18th without him being present. Lee Ann Andrews, the group’s founder, did a live broadcast of the 

meeting via facebook.  
 

The local Indivisible Group is joining the Amarillo group to continue to request that Thornberry 

schedule town meetings.  
 

The Our Revolution group had its first meeting April 8th at the headquarters’ building. Their focus is 

on electing local, state and national office holders that will create a government that works for all of 

the citizens. 
 

 Kim Olson, candidate for State Agriculture Commissioner, was scheduled to come to Wichita Falls 

on April 13th but had to reschedule when her father became critically ill. Details will be posted on our 

website and Facebook page as they become available. 

 

 

State: 
 

 School Voucher Bill: Thanks to all the teachers, students and families that protested against this 

bill, on 4-7-17 the house rejected it 103 to 44. Gilberto Hinojosa, chairman of the Texas Democratic 

Party, was right when he said “Education is a right for every Texan that democracy depends on, not a 

market for Republicans to make a quick buck.” Click to read an article from the New York Times 

that describes a school system in Tulsa, Oklahoma. All of our schools in Texas could be like this.   
 

 The National Popular Vote Bill: The National Popular Vote (NPV) bill, which would guarantee 

the Presidency to the candidate who receives the most popular votes in all 50 states and the District of 

Columbia has been adopted by 10 states and the District of Columbia. The governors in three states 

have vetoed the bills. In 12 states, an NPV bill has passed one chamber of the legislature. It has no 

https://www.facebook.com/KimOlson4TexasAg/?ref=page_internal&hc_ref=PAGES_TIMELINE&fref=nf
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/01/opinion/sunday/who-needs-charters-when-you-have-public-schools-like-these.html


chance of being introduced in the Texas Legislature until Texas is a Blue state, but in the meantime 

please contact your friends and family in other states and encourage them to adopt it in their states. 
 

 Income tax records for candidates: While the law requiring that any candidate placed on their 

ballots must produce and share their income tax records for the last 5 years has no chance of being 

introduced in the Texas Legislature until Texas is a Blue state, it is now state law in 25 states. While 

Texas fights progress, please contact your friends and family in other states and encourage them to 

adopt it in their states if they haven’t already done so. 
 

 Senate Bill 13: On March 29, the Texas Senate voted in favor of Senate Bill 13. The bill seeks to 

strip state employees, retirees, and other public employees of their right to voluntarily join the Texas 

State Employees Union through payroll deduction and limits their first amendment right of what they 

will do with their checks. All 12 sponsors of the bill are Republicans. Our local senator voted for the 

bill as did all of the Republican senators. Elections have consequences. It is now in the house and you 

can influence the outcome. Please call and object to this bill. 
 

 Senate Bill - Demise of Local Control:  Despite the state of Texas complaining for years about 

the overreach of the Federal Government Texas is poised to pass a bill that will preempt local 

regulations. So while the state argues that it knows better than the Federal Government what is best 

for Texas it has adopted the position that the state knows better than the local communities and their 

voters what is best for them. In a recent survey completed by the University of Texas and the Texas 

Tribune they asked, “Generally speaking, do you approve or disapprove of the Texas Legislature 

passing laws designed to override measures adopted by voters in city and county elections?” Among 

Democrats, only 8 percent approved of overturning the actions of local voters while 63 percent 

disapproved. Among Republicans 23 percent expressed approval compared to 48 percent disapproval. 

So despite the fact that the majority of Texans disapproves of the bill, in all probability the bill will 

pass and the towns and cities will lose local control of their affairs, but it is still in the house and you 

voice your objection to the bill. In Texas we have a saying, “Put your money where your mouth is”. 

It’s time that we start speaking out, voting and putting our vote where our mouth is. Elections have 

consequences. 

 

 4-26-17: On this day, the Texas House passed HB12, the Sanctuary Cities bill. This bill allows cities 

and law enforcement to enforce federal immigration laws by preventing local policies in conflict with 

U.S. immigration laws and establishing uniform, consistent standards for all Texas law enforcement. 

The penalty for those that enact such policies is the possible loss of state funding. Trump has also 

threatened to withhold funds to sanctuary cities, but recently a federal judge in California blocked 

Trump’s attempt to withhold funding from “sanctuary cities.” The judge said that Trump cannot set 

new conditions on spending approved by Congress. The judge said that “Federal funding that bears 

no meaningful relationship to immigration enforcement cannot be threatened merely because a 

jurisdiction chooses an immigration enforcement strategy of which the president disapproves.” This 

may have implications for the threats being made in Texas and the judge’s reasoning may also apply 

between states and cities.  

 

 SB4:  A bill that could allow jail local law enforcement officials who refuse to assist enforcing 

federal immigration law or enact such policies, has been passed 55-89. The bill allows police officers 

to question children about immigration status. The sayings that if you want to know the real story, 

just follow the money is never truer than with this bill. The bill, which it is reported, was written by a 

lobbyist for the GEO Group, a prison company that runs the 830-bed Karnes County Residential 

Center, would allow the detention facilities to detain children who are seeking asylum for much 

longer than what is currently allowed. The prison firms could skip all the burdensome regulations that 

other childcare facilities must deal with.  

https://www.geogroup.com/


 

 

2018 Elections:  
 

  
 

Beto O’Rourke to take on Ted Cruz in 2018. Beto O’Rourke recently announced his 

candidacy for Texas Senator and is currently the only candidate for that position. He pulled 

an upset win six years ago and was elected to the House. A poll this week shows him tied with Cruz. We 

are working to get him to Wichita Falls for a visit and we are waiting for a date. 

 

Kim Olson, candidate for State Agriculture Commissioner, was scheduled to come to  

Wichita Falls on April 13th but had to cancel when her father became critically ill. A 

rescheduled visit to Wichita County is being developed. Details will be posted on our 

website and Facebook page when this is scheduled. 
 

 

 
 

National:  
 

 There are 550,000 individuals in the country relying on the promise by the government that their 

student loans would be forgiven if they worked 10 years in the public service. In a legal filing 

submitted the last week in March, the Education Department under DeVoss, said that the thousands 

of approval letters that have been sent by the administrator or FedLoan Servicing are not binding and 

can be rescinded at any time. This comes as the first potential beneficiaries reach the end of their 10-

year commitment and the clocks start ticking on the remainder of their debts. Four students have filed 

lawsuits. You can contact your senators and congressman to voice your concern.  

 

 On March 30th, U.S. District Judge David J. Hale of the Western District of Kentucky released an 

opinion and order that lets the lawsuit against Donald Trump for the violence at one of his 2016 

campaign events go forward. The judge ruled that Trump incited violence at the campaign event 

when, from the podium, he issued an instruction, a command to remove them. In response to this a 

video of the event showed the protesters being aggressively pushed by white supremacist Matthew 

Heimbach.  

 

 In March there was a national postcard writing project that sent messages to Washington and to “45”. 

Locally, Ann Clarkson, and others, purchased cards and a number of people completed them and they 

were mailed (361 to be exact). We have never heard any feedback on that project. We looked on the 

Internet and couldn’t locate any reference to it after the early part of March and before. If anyone has 

heard anything about what they did with the postcards when they arrived in Washington, let us know. 

 

 On April 7th Neil Gorsuch was confirmed to the Supreme Court. On the 6th the Senate voted to 

change the senate rules and to seat Supreme Court justices with a simple majority vote. Perhaps when 

the Democrats control the senate again they can vote to limit the Supreme Court appointments to less 

http://www.betofortexas.com/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=Kim+Olson&init=public
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/cfpb-probes-education-department-loan-contractors-over-potentially-faulty-practices_us_55d23c11e4b0ab468d9e0a1d


than lifetime appointments.  

 

 On February 22 of this year SB562, The Healthy California Act: Path to Comprehensive Coverage 

for All Californians was introduced with a number of sponsors and cosponsors. It is based on the 

belief that “Access to affordable and quality health care is not only critical, it should be a right for 

everyone in California” In mid to late April the bill will begin its legislative review in the Senate. It is 

a Medicare like system for all California residents.  Insurance companies will be limited to providing 

insurance for services not covered but the list of covered services is quite extensive. California now 

covers health care for the 185,000 children regardless of their immigration status.  
 

 In September 2012 Montana set up their first state sponsored self-insured clinic for its state 

employees. Employees are seen without cost. The first year of operation it saved $2.9 million dollars 

in health care costs. It now has five other clinics and is covering city and county employees. What 

they have found is that avoiding the insurance profit has allowed them to provide affordable, quality 

health at significantly lower prices.  

 

 On April 11th in red, red Kansas, Republican Ron Estes defeated Democrat James Thompson in the 

race to fill the house seat vacated by Mike Pompeo. While it was a disappointment there is definitely 

some good news in the results. In the 2016 presidential election Trump beat Hillary by 27 points. 

Today Estes only won by only seven points. For the last 40 years Republican’s have defeated 

Democratic candidates by 30+ points. So while it is still a red district, tonight it’s less red.   

 

 Also in the first week in April Democrats won races in Illinois for the first time in more than 100 

years. The city of Kankakee elected its first African-American Democratic mayor. West Deerfield 

Township will be led entirely by Democrats for the first time. Elgin Township voted for an all-

Democrat board and Normal Township elected Democratic supervisors and trustees to run its board. 

This was the first time in more than 100 years that a single Democrat has held a seat.   

 

 April 18th Georgia had the first-round in its election to replace Tom Price. Trump beat Hillary by 

fewer than two percentage points. On that night, Jon Ossoff, a Democrat making his first bid for 

elective office, received 48.1 percent of the vote and will face a Republican candidate in June in a 

runoff election.  

 

 April 19th Fox News terminated Bill O’Reilly when he and his employers came under intense 

pressure after an article in the New York Times revealed that he and the parent company had covered 

up sexual harassment and other inappropriate behavior by him for years. The resulting outcry by 

women’s groups resulted in 50 advertisers dropping his show. Remember Helen Reddy’s “I Am 

Woman Hear Me Roar”? Don’t forget the women’s march on January 21st that far exceeded the 

turnout of the inauguration. Now is the time to speak out and be heard. There is power in numbers.  

 

 Update on Internet Privacy: Don’t expect Texas to follow suite but the following states are now 

introducing Internet privacy laws that exceed those that the current administration abolished: 

Connecticut, Illinois, Kansas, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Montana, New York, 

Washington and Wisconsin.   

 

 Free tuition: This month, the New York State Legislature made New York the first state in the 

nation to make tuition at the state’s public colleges and universities free for many full-time 

undergraduates from families with incomes under $100,000 per year. The cutoff will rise soon to 

$125,000. 

 

http://www.healthycaliforniaact.org/home/


 Rachel Maddow has been enjoying record ratings for her MSNBC program (M-F@8 pm) and is 

beating Fox and CNN in her time slot. You may have noticed that some of the local restaurants are no 

longer showing only Fox News on their TVs. Last month when visiting the radiology department at 

United Regional Hospital for a procedure the TV in the waiting room was showing the House & 

Garden station instead of Fox News. Pioneer restaurant on Southwest Parkway has a Fox side and a 

CNN side.  
 

 

“The test of our progress is not whether we add more to the abundance 
of those who have much; it is whether we provide enough for those who 
have too little." FDR 1/30/1882-4/12/45 

 

 
 

 
 

We rely on volunteers and donations to support our efforts.  
 

If you would like to make a donation, please, go to www.wichitacountydemocrats.org/donate. We have 

no paid staff. All donations are used to support our efforts. You can contact our office to schedule a 

meeting with our treasurer to review our expenditures.  
 

If you or someone you know would like to volunteer contact us. Call the office 940-322-1127 or go to 

www.wichitacountydemocrats.org/get-involved to leave a message. We are currently recruiting 

individuals to serve as precinct chairs, to cover the office and to monitor the activities of local and state 

governing bodies. 
 

If you have a friend that might like to receive this newsletter share it with them and tell them to go to 

www.wichitacountydemocrats.org/contact-us/subscribe .  
 

If you have information that needs to be shared (an announcement of an activity, etc.), you can contact 

us at www.wichitacountydemocrats.org/contact-us/ or call 940-322-1127 or leave a message on to share 

this information.  

 

 
   

  : We now are able to do group texting so that we can share information with you 

between the newsletters and alert you to things that need your immediate attention. To be able to receive 

the texts you can set it up if you: 

 

1. Use you cell phone 

a. YouTube video on how to send a text: Android phone iPhone 

2. Go to Messages 

3. Click on the icon to write a message  

4. Send a text to 41411 with the word – demoparty  

5. You will then receive notices via your cell phone. 
 

Until next month,   

John Richie 

http://www.wichitacountydemocrats.org/donate
http://www.wichitacountydemocrats.org/get-involved
http://www.wichitacountydemocrats.org/contact-us/subscribe
http://www.wichitacountydemocrats.org/contact-us/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3u9mp4wzyQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hO6heWuQTys


 


