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It’s not uncommon in politics for something unexpected to happen but the outcome on Nov. 8, 
2016 sent many of us reeling.  We don’t know what the full extent of this will be but we must 
begin to take action now. We must identify shared goals that will become the focus of our 
work.  Once we identify these we can provide the support, encouragement and methods to 
create a government that works for all of us.   

 
 

It is important that you know what is being done to achieve our goals. I will be sending out a 
newsletter at least once a month to keep you informed of our progress.  
 

 
 

County:  
 

 Precinct Chairs: We will be working to put precinct chairpersons in place so that we can 
increase our grassroots effort to connect with the individual voters. If you know of someone 
you think would be a good precinct chairperson let us know and we will contact them or 
they can contact us. We are meeting at 11 am March 4th, 2017 at the Democratic Party 
Headquarters on Kemp. 

 Surrounding Counties: We will be coordinating with the surrounding counties and lending 
support to them.  

 Easier access to voting: In early voting in the 2016 presidential election individuals 
waited over 2 hours to vote. In a city the size of Wichita Falls this is ridiculous and I will be 
working to make the process easier to access. 

 Supporting a minimum wage of $11: Many of our citizens struggle to provide the basics 
for their families. We will begin advocating for a minimum wage of $11 for Wichita County. 

 Predatory Payday Loans: The outrageous fees and interest charged our neediest 
citizens add to the struggles they face daily. We will be lobbying for changes in these 
practices. 

 Body camera’s for the local law enforcement: Nationwide more cities are providing 
these for their law enforcement personnel. We feel that it provides protection for both the 
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officers and the citizens and we will be lobbying, along with other organizations, to bring 
Wichita County into the 21st century.  

 Our office on Kemp Street: is a great asset. It gives us visibility and it provides a place 
for meetings and for training. We also have times when we just get together to watch a 
movie and socialize. We would love to see you there. 
 

 

 
 

State: 
 

 Lobby Day in Austin: Education Lobby Day in Austin is March 13th. There will be a bus to 
transport our local citizens down in Austin so that they can meet with our local 
representative and senator. If you are free that day, join us (for more info call 322-1127.) 

 The National Popular Vote Bill: In the 2016 presidential election the person winning the 
popular vote did not become president due to the current Electoral College system. To 
avoid this happening again several states have passed The National Popular Vote bill that 
would guarantee the Presidency to the candidate who receives the most popular votes in 
all 50 states and the District of Columbia. It has been enacted into law in 11 states with 
165 electoral votes. It will take effect when enacted by states with 105 more electoral 
votes. Texas has 39 electoral votes. I have asked local representative and state senator to 
introduce bills that would institute this in Texas. 

 Income tax records for candidates: Several states have passed laws requiring that any 
candidate placed on their ballots must produce and share their income tax records for the 
last 5 years. I have asked our local representative and state senator them to introduce bills 
that would require this of all candidates  

 Texas Democratic Party (TDP) has announced that State Chairman Gilberto Hinojosa, 
Mike Collier, along with DNC Committee member, Betty Richie, are coming to visit and 
take input on where the Party is and where it can be in the future. This Friday, March 17th 
(3308 Kemp) at 6:00. Mike Collier is considering a run for Lieutenant Governor of Texas.  

 

 
 

National:  
 

 Democrat Stephanie Hansen of Middletown, from Delaware won a special election, which 
gives control of their state Senate to the Democrats. She won by focusing on local issues.  

 The race to replace Representative Price in George, Georgia has attracted national 
attention and the Democratic candidate Jon Ossoff has picked up the endorsements from 
U.S. Reps. John Lewis and Hank Johnson as well as the support from the Georgia House 
Minority Leader Stacey Abrams. The Daily Kos liberal advocacy site has raised more than 



a million dollars and the national Democratic organization is stepping up efforts to help in 
his campaign. 

 

 
 

We rely on volunteers and donations to support our efforts.  
 

If you would like to make a donation, please, go to wichitacountydemocrats.org/donate. We 
have no paid staff. All donations are used to support our efforts. You can contact our office to 
schedule a meeting with our treasurer to review our expenditures.  

 
 

If you or someone you know would like to volunteer contact us. Call the office 940-322-1127 
or go to wichitacountydemocrats.org/get-involved to leave a message. We are currently 
recruiting individuals to serve as precinct chairs and to cover the office. 

 
If you have a friend that might like to receive this newsletter tell them to go to 
wichitacountydemocrats.org/contact-us/ subscribe.  
 
If you have information that needs to be shared (an announcement of an activity, etc.), you 
can contact us at 940-322-1127 or leave a message on wichitacountydemocrats.org/contact-
us to share this information.   

 
 
 

Until next month,   

John Richie 
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