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Press Release to all Media Outlets 
 

As you are aware, the Texas Legislature is back in session.  There a number of items that have 
caught our attention that are going to be discussed during this session.  We know that the 
budget seems to be of big importance since we evidently have a short fall.  The Lt. Governor 
has asked and received a number of bills dealing with education.  The following is a statement 
by John Richie, Chairman of the Wichita County Democratic Party. 
 
“The short sightedness of Chairman Larry Taylor (R-SD 11 Friendswood) and Lt. Governor Dan 
Patrick on using tax payer dollars to fund private schools will completely devastate public 
education in Texas.  Neither of them seems to have ever read the Texas Constitution where the 
state is mandated to provide for a free and quality education to every child in this state.  
Further, the Lt. Governor wants to use cuts to education and mental health to make up for the 
budget shortfall.  This will further strap the already hard it areas in education and mental 
health.  This is literally robbing the resources of this state now and well into the future.  
Governor Abbott is also pressing this agenda and is a willing accomplice in this theft.” 
 
It is clear that this will destroy rural school districts in this state and cause a deep divide in the 
opportunities afforded to our rural children from those in the larger cities.  With the revelations 
this week that the legislature cannot seem to do simple math when presenting a justified case 
for capping property taxes, it is no wonder that it was proposed to cut education dollars to 
make up for a budget shortfall while at the same time trying to fund private schools.  Exactly 
how does that work? 
 
We are calling on our members of the Wichita Falls Independent School District Board to stand 
up and help us all fight back against this plan along with the other School Districts in the 
surrounding area. 
 
The Chairman went on to say, “Our children are worth this fight but we cannot do it alone.  We 
need our elected School Board officials and concerned citizens to call and write our legislators 
and tell them to oppose Senate Bill 3.” 
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